GARDENS
1O VISEE

This is a county with outdoor spaces that will
attract and enthral visitors of all ages and garden
enthusiasms. Wildlife-friendly, community, large,
small, traditional and quirky: there is something

for everyone, and if you are nimble and well-
organised you could visit a garden in Essex at least
twice a week throughout the gardening season
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Opening for the NGS

Enjoy beautiful, usually private gardens, generously opened by their
owners - all while helping to support worthwhile causes

BASSETTS

There is year-round interest in this two-acre
garden, surrounding an early 17th-century
house (not open) set on gently sloping ground
with distant views of the Essex countryside.
Shrub borders and mature ornamental trees,
an orchard and two natural ponds are among
the features with many places to sit and relax.
No refreshments available, so instead bring
your own picnic and enjoy the views.
Bassetts, Bassetts Lane, Little Baddow,
Chelmsford, CM3 4BZ, Sunday, May 11,
10am-5pm, £5, children free,

visits also by arrangement

June 4 to October 15,

ngs.org.uk

A profusion of
spring blooms
at Bassetts

ALLWAYS

Welcoming visitors to this cottage-style
garden of a Grade II-listed 1930s home is
a mature wisteria on the front wall. The
real garden has an area of lawn flanked by
perennial borders with a viburnum arch
leading to an attractive pond with Monet-
style bridge, pebbled beach area and a mature
Indian bean tree. A new wildlife pond and
bog garden has been created in 2022 in the
woodland area. After recently discovering
some old steps leading down to the diverted
River Roach, a new woodland area was
opened in 2024.

Allways, 14 St Andrews Road, Rochford,
SS4 1NP, Saturday, June 7, 11am-4pm,
£6, children free, homemade teas,
ngs.org.uk
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1 BROOK COTTAGE
New for 2025!

CANNOCK MILL
CO-HOUSING GARDENS

Enjoy the traditional cottage front and back
gardens, set in an additional three-and-a-half
acres of secluded meadows and woodland.
Colour, variety and textures abound in the
profusion of roses, peonies, lilies, and other
classic blooms interspersed with more exotic
plants and flowers. As you wander you will
find an amphitheatre, an A-frame ‘treehouse’,
a campfire circle, summerhouse and vines.
Artists with easels welcome, or bring a picnic.
1 Brook Cottage, Common Road,

Little Burstead, Billericay, CM12 9TA,
Saturday, June 21, noon-4pm, £7.50,
children free, homemade refreshments,
cash only, visits also by arrangement,
ngs.org.uk

With an emphasis on biodiversity, this two-
acre sloping site includes both wild and
cultivated areas, with many communal areas.
Steeply sloping in places, there are steps
and some uneven paths. A range of styles
sees some gardens terraced, some flat, rain
gardens, deep green roofs and porous roads
as part of a sustainable drainage (SuDS)
scheme. Many of the gardens boast flowers,
fruit and vegetables, all grown for community
meals. There is also alarge mill pond and an
embryonic bog garden.

Cannock Mill Co-housing Gardens,

Old Heath Road, Colchester, CO2 8AA,
Sunday May 11, 11am-4pm, £5, children
free, homemade teas, ngs.org.uk
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2 CEDAR AVENUE

CHIPPINS

Alarge town garden with a dry front garden
and pots on alarge patio. Interesting plantings
of trees, shrubs, grasses and perennials. In
spring, species tulips, narcissus, camassias
and other flowers are on show. Later hostas,
carnivorous, tropical-style and a variety of
hardy plants are on display outdoors and in
greenhouses, with wildlife areas and a pond.
2 Cedar Avenue, Wickford, SS12 9DT,
Sundays April 6 & June 22, 11am-4pm,
£6, children free, homemade teas,
visits by arrangement April 7 to July 31
for groups of 10 to 25, ngs.org.uk

THE CHIMES
New for 2025!

A partly-walled small courtyard garden and
patio, for a Grade II-listed house (not open)
built in 1537. The garden was created in
spring 2022 from a neglected plot. It consists
of brick-edged raised borders around an area
of gravel, planted with perennials and shrubs.
Most of the garden is wheelchair-accessible.
The Chimes, 3-4 Church Street,
Waltham Abbey, EN9 1DX, Sunday
June 1, noon-5pm. Combined
admission with Silver Birches, EN91LJ,
£6, children free, refreshments at
Silver Birches, ngs.org.uk

A paradise for artists and plantaholics packed
with interest, including hostas in huge pots
and a wide range of irises and astrantia. A
meandering stream leading to a wildlife pond
with gunnera, among its attributes. Summer
brings an explosion of colour with daylilies,
rambling roses, salvias, cannas and dahlia.
An abundance of tubs and hanging baskets
fill the front garden. There is a studio and
press in the conservatory with paintings on
show, as one of the owners is a landscape
artist and printmaker.

Chippins, Heath Road, Bradfield, CO11
2UZ, Sundays May 25 & July 6, 11am-
4pm, £5, children free, homemade
teas. By arrangement May 26 to August
1 for groups of five to 35, ngs.org.uk

A paradisefor - = :
plantaholics: Ghippins
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79 CLIFFSEA GROVE
New for 2025!

A compact town garden with many pathways
and places to sit and view the packed garden.
There are many perennials and mature acers.
Discover the pond and a palm grown from
seed almost 30 years ago. A collection of
original art is also available to view and
purchase. Good wheelchair access in a mostly
flat garden.

79 Cliffsea Grove, Leigh-On-Sea,

SS9 1ING, July 12-13, 10am-5pm, £4,
children free, homemade teas,
ngs.org.uk

THE DELVES

So much can be achieved in a small space
and this hidden, part-walled garden shows
just how true that is. In this densely planted,
foliage-rich oasis tree ferns, hostas and
topiary co-exist with small pond and three
water features. Not suitable for visitors with
mobility problems as the access has steep
steps. Only 10 visitors in the garden at a time.
The Delves, 37 Turpins Lane, Chigwell,
1G8 8AZ, Sunday July 13, 11am-6pm,
£4, children free, ngs.org.uk

8 DENE COURT &
160 CHIGNAL ROAD

Designed as a compact garden, the owner of 8
Dene Court is a well-known RHS gold medal-
winning exhibitor (now retired). Features
include a circular lawn, long pergola and
walls festooned with roses and climbers, plus
alarge selection of unusual clematis. Densely
planted, colour-coordinated perennials
add interest from June to September.
Opening with 160 Chignal Road, which was
transformed from a rough piece of grass
over the course of five years to host floral
and foliage plantings, as well as a veg garden.
8 Dene Court, Chignal Road,
Chelmsford, CM1 2JQ, Wednesday,
June 11, Saturday, July 19, Tuesday

July 29, Wednesday August 13, Friday
August 29, noon-4pm, £4, children free.
Fridays June 27 & July 18, noon-4pm,
combined with 160 Chignal Road, £6,
children free. Visit June 1 to September
12 for groups of 10 to 50, ngs.org.uk

Ate -

Enjoy sumptieus coldtr-
themed bordefs at Dragors

DRAGONS

This three-quarter-acre garden has been
planted to encourage wildlife. Expect to
admire sumptuous colour-themed borders
with striking plant combinations, featuring
specimen plants, fernery, clematis and
grasses. Meander along paths leading to
ponds, a patio, a scree garden and a small
vegetable garden. There are also two
summerhouses, one overlooking a stream
and farmland. If you have time for a trio of
gardens, 160 Chignal Road and 8 Dene Court
are close by and also open.

Dragons, Boyton Cross, Chelmsford,
CM1 4LS, Saturday, July 19,

11am-4pm, £5, children free, visits are
also by arrangement until October 24
for groups of 10 or more,

refreshments are only available

for by arrangement visits,

ngs.org.uk
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59 EAST STREET

Mostly replanted in the last three years,
this garden, part of an old walled garden,
is still developing.Features a peach cage,
greenhouse and box parterre, grotto and
small Mediterranean garden. There is a range
of perennials, shrubs, roses, grasses and
bamboo with unusual plants, veg, soft fruit,
under an ancient and massive copper beech.
59 East Street, Coggeshall, Colchester,
CO6 1SJ, by arrangement June 9 to
September 15, £10, children free,
ngs.org.uk

17 ELM ROAD

A modern take on a cottage-style garden.
Deep borders hold herbaceous plants, grasses,
roses, ferns, shrubs and trees. There is an
area of succulents and cacti, as well as a fruit
trees and vegetables. Surrounded by fields,
this garden is also home to an aviary and a
small goldfish pond.

17 Elm Road, Little Clacton-on-sea,

CO16 9LP, Saturday June 28, 11am-

4pm, £4, homemade teas, ngs.org.uk >
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ELMBRIDGE MILL

Tranquillity is key here in a romantic country
garden filled with topiary, unusual plants
and specimen trees. The mill stream runs
under Elmbridge Mill (not open), with the
River Chelmer alongside. There are orchards
and vegetable gardens to enjoy as well as a
walk down to the mill pond and glorious
autumn colours.

Elmbridge Mill, Little Easton,
Dunmow, CM6 2HZ, Sunday, October
26, noon- 4pm, £5, children free,
homemade teas, ngs.org.uk

The award-winning
garden at Fudlers Hall
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FUDLERS HALL

An award-winning two-acre garden
surrounding a 17th-century farmhouse, with
views over the Chelmer Valley, was designed
by its owners over a 45-year period. Long
herbaceous borders, ropes and pergolas
clothed with old-fashioned rambling roses.
Fudlers Hall, Fox Road, Mashbury,
CMa1 4TJ, Sunday, June 22,

2pm-5pm, £6, children free,
homemade teas, ngs.org.uk

FURZELEA

Elmbridge Mill is home to a
romantic country garden

THE GARDEN STUDIO

Colour, scent and shape are the attributes
that attract in this country garden. Pathslead
through archways and lines of box hedging
to lawns and flower beds, filled with seasonal
plantings of herbaceous perennials, bulbs
and dahlias. Grasses and salvias are also
showcased, as are black and white flowers
and foliage.

Furzelea, Bicknacre Road, Danbury,
CM3 4JR, Sundays May 4, June 1,

July 20, September 21, 11am to 4pm,
children free, homemade teas, by
arrangement April 14 to September 30
for groups of 15-50, ngs.org.uk

This beautiful south-facing town garden has
evolved over the years from a family space
to one that incorporates an artist’s studio. A
backdrop of large trees in the neighbouring
gardens frames the view, beech hedges and
clipped yew makes the garden feel more
extensive than it is. The lovely studio is
hidden among rich planting, while both
shade- and sun-loving plants surround focal
points and lovely sitting areas.

30 Gladwin Road, Colchester, CO2 7HS,
June 21-22, 10am-5pm, £5, children
free, light refreshments, homemade
teas, ngs.org.uk
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THE GATES

A horticultural project that offers local
citizens, including vulnerable adults, an
opportunity to develop new skills within a
horticultural setting. The ethos is ‘reclaim
and recycle’. Greenhouses and allotments
for raising bedding plants, educational
workshops and growing fruit and vegetables
are on display, and you can wall through
the Woodland Dell and Sensory areas.
Large variety of plants and produce for sale.
Everything on site has been sustainably built,
modified and planted by the team.

The Gates, London Road Cemetery,
London Road, Brentwood, CM14 4QW,
Sunday May 18, 11am-2.30pm, £4,
children free, homemade teas,
ngs.org.uk

GREAT BECKETTS

Sited in the middle of arable farmland
surrounding a Tudor house and outbuildings
is a garden to explore, with perennials and
climbers the focus in the borders. There are
courtyard gardens, a pergola, arbour, herb
garden and dahlia/tulip bed. Additionally
there are two ponds, a cutting garden, a mini-
orchard and paths through two established
meadows. And as if that wasn’t enough, there
are newly planted trees and meadows with
paths on five additional acres across the road.
Great Becketts, Duddenhoe End

Road, Arkesden, Saffron Walden,

CB11 4HG, Sunday, May 18, Saturday,
June 21, 2pm-6pm, £6, children free,
homemade teas, also by arrangement
May to August for groups of 15 to 50,
ngs.org.uk

A horticultural prbfect%q,t‘qffers local
citizens, including vulnerable addlts, an
opportunity;to develop {iew skills within
ahorticultural settinb: The Gates
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GROVE LODGE

Alarge walled garden close to the town centre
with unusually high biodiversity (17 species of
butterfly recorded!). Semi-woodland dappled
shade on light free-draining chalk soil allows
bulbs, hellebores and winter-flowering
shrubs to thrive. Two ponds, topiary and
orchard blend some formality with informal
areas where wildlife thrives.

Grove Lodge, 3 Chater’s Hill, Saffron
Walden, CB10 2AB, Sundays March

16, June 15, 2pm-5pm, £6, children
free, homemade teas, visits also by
arrangement to December 31,
ngs.org.uk >
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NGS group opening 27

Take in several gorgeous gardens in one fell swoop,

HARWICH GARDENS

Four different gardens within walking
distance in the historical town of Harwich,
each with their own special identity: 8 St
Helens Green, just 100 metres from the sea,
is a small town garden with roses, dahlias,
hydrangeas and agapanthus mixed with
perennials and many pots. The long and
narrow garden at 38 Harbour Crescent is
new for 2025 and is planted to appear much
larger than it actually is. Filled with trees,
shrubs, water features and many seating
areas. Quayside Court, a community garden,
unusually boasts a sunken garden hidden
from view at the end of the car park which
features a wall mural, pond, vegetable patch,
roses and climbers. New additions include
a pergola and greenhouse. 42 Kings Quay
Street is a courtyard garden behind a Grade
II-listed house. Raised brick beds incorporate
established plants such as a grape vine, David
Austin roses, tree peony and a combination
of edible and ornamental plants. All four
gardens feature historical elements or
historic views. There will be an art display
at 8 St Helens Green, with commission to the
National Garden Scheme on any purchases.
Harwich Gardens, CO12 3NH,

Sunday, July 13, 11am-4pm,

combined admission £5,

children free, light refreshments at

8 St Helens Green, ngs.org.uk

Earlier in July there are 27 gardens
open for Harwich Secret Gardens,

July 6-7, see Open Gardens section for
more details.

HEYRONS

A garden of six parts within and around
a 16th-century restored farmyard, where
an Essex barn and brick farm buildings
enclose an intensely planted walled garden.
A terraced area with mature trees, pond,
herbaceous and shady beds leads up to arose
garden. Beyond is an open area with trees,
shrubs and flower beds, grass tennis court, a
small meadow and countryside views.
Heyrons, High Easter, Chelmsford,
CM1 4QN, Sunday, April 27, 11am-

5pm, £6, children free, visits also by
arrangement to May 30 for groups of 10
to 30, ngs.org.uk

via these joint community efforts

At 262'Hatch'Road
imagination meets
formality — and you'll
find no fewefthan
three greenfiouses

262 HATCH ROAD

HORKESLEY HALL

Enjoy the formal frontage with lavender,
contrasted with the eclectic rear garden
divided into ‘rooms’: themed borders, several
ponds, three greenhouses, fruit and vegetable
plots and an oriental garden. There is also
a secret white garden, spring and summer
wildflower meadows, yin and yang borders,
a folly and an exotic area.

262 Hatch Road, Pilgrims Hatch,
Brentwood, CM15 9QR, visits by
arrangement in July for groups of 20 to
35, teas, ngs.org,uk

Romantic and traditional, this garden
of several acres surrounds the classical
house, which overlooks two lakes, once
depicted in John Nash paintings. A 20ft
balancing stones sculpture contrasts
with a collection of exceptional trees. In
winter snowdrops hold the ground-level
attention, with irises taking over in summer.
Horkesley Hall, Vinesse Road, Little
Horkesley, Colchester, CO6 4DB, visits
by arrangement for groups of eight to 25,
excluding July and August, ngs.org.uk
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ISABELLA’S GARDEN

From early spring through to autumn this
town garden bursts with the profusion of
colour offered by roses, clematis, agapanthus,
herbaceous plants and alpines. Pots with
unusual succulents and cacti fill every corner
of this garden, plus there are water features
and hidden beauty to discover too.
Isabella’s Garden, 42 Theobalds Road,
Leigh-on-Sea, SSP 2NE, Saturdays and
Sundays June 7-8, July 26-27, noon-
4.30pm, £6, children free, homemade
cakes, visits also by arrangement from
June 2 to August 1 for groups of 10 to
30, ngs.org.uk

KAMALA

Expect waves of colour from herbaceous
borders as displays of salvia are followed by
dahlia drifts. Gingers, brugmansia, various
bananas, bamboos and cannas add faraway
elements. Grasses sway above the blooms.
Rest in the rose-clad pergola while listening
to two Amazon parrots in the aviary.
Kamala, 262 Main Road, Hawkwell,
SS5 4NW, Sunday, September 7, noon-
5.30pm, £6, children free, homemade
teas, by arrangement August 4 to
September 6 for 10 or more, ngs.org.uk

JANKES HOUSE

A half-acre traditional English country
garden with amazing rural views. There are
mixed borders featuring roses, clematis and
architectural shrubs to enjoy and swathes
of camassia in a wild grass area. Young
specimen trees, a dry garden, pond and patio
area, as well as a vegetable garden and small
orchard are among the features.

Jankes House, Jankes Green, Wakes
Colne, Colchester, CO6 2AT, Sunday,
June 1, noon-4pm, £5, children free,
homemade teas, ngs.org.uk

A 3r.y gardeniis just one
Ofthe features to enjoy at
Jankes House, - =*

Bursts of’’

“tisabella’
" Garden:.

Laurel Cottage: a _
quintessentially EnglishiSpat

LAUREL COTTAGE

A romantic, quintessential cottage garden
with intimate pathways meandering through
borders abundantly filled with cottage-
garden favourites. Created in just five years
from a very neglected plot, the garden looks
wonderful in summer and magical when
illuminated for its Christmas opening.
Laurel Cottage, 88 The Street,
Manuden, CM23 1DS, Saturday, June

7, Sunday, August 24, noon-4pm,
Saturday, December 6, 3.30pm-7pm,
£5, children free, Christmas opening
with mince pies and more, ngs.org.uk

101 GARDENS 7o VISIT

KELVEDON HALL

The six-acre garden at Kelvedon Hall
surrounds thei18th-century house and
is a blend of formal and informal spaces
interspersed with modern sculpture.
Pleached hornbeam and yew and box topiary
provide the plant structure, while a courtyard
walled garden juxtaposes with amodern pool
garden, both providing season-long displays.
Herbaceous borders offset an abundance of
roses around the house. Lily-covered ponds
are a highlight of a wet garden area.
Kelvedon Hall, Kelvedon Hall Lane,
Kelvedon, Colchester, CO5 9BN,

visits by arrangement to June 27 or
groups of 20 to 40, £8.50, children
free, homemade teas in the Courtyard
Garden or the Pool Walled Garden —
weather permitting, ngs.org.uk
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LONG HOUSE PLANTS

Long House has been producing homegrown
plants for 20 years and here is a chance to see
where it all begins. Wide paths and plenty of
carefully placed seats carefully mean plenty
of changes to enjoy throughout the seasons.
Long House Plants, Church Road,

Noak Hill, Romford, RM4 1LD,
Wednesdays July 9, August 6,
September 3, 11am-4, £7, children £3,
homemade teas, ngs.org.uk

LOXLEY HOUSE

Surprises await at every turn in this town
garden. At the rear is a colourful patio with
pots and containers. Steps lead up onto alawn
with circular beds surrounded by hedges,
herbaceous borders, trees and climbers.
There are two water features, one with a
Japanese theme and another with ferns in a
quiet seating area. The garden is planted to
offer colour throughout the seasons.
Loxley House, 49 Robin Hood Road,
Brentwood, CM15 9EL, Saturday, April
26, Saturday, September 6, Sunday,
September 7, 11am-3pm, £5, children
free, homemade teas, ngs.org.uk

MAY COTTAGE

A quintessential English country garden
divided into separate areas, with three ponds,
astream and a small waterfall. The planting
range is wide, often grown from cuttings and
the garden is full of interesting artefacts. You
can follow the path down to a century-old
baker’s oven, while a picket gate leads to a
secret garden, plus an area only planted in
2020 and a summerhouse. The garden is full
of interesting artefacts.

May Cottage, 19 Walton Road, Kirby-
Le-Soken, Frinton-on-Sea, CO13

0DU, Sunday, May 18, 11am-4pm, £5,
children free, homemade teas, visits
also by arrangement from May 18 to
July 31, ngs.org.uk

207 MERSEA ROAD

Step out onto a decking area with pots leading
to a fountain made from waste slates. Next
is a circular lawn surrounded by herbaceous
perennials, annuals, trees and shrubs with a
cabin, ferns and perennials, pergola, patio,
pond, beehive and ducks...

207 Mersea Road, Chignall Road,
Chelmsford, CM1 2JQ, July 19-20,
11am-4pm, £5, children free,
homemade teas, plus groups of up to 15
in school holidays, ngs.org.uk

‘Discoyerthe old baker’s oven
and miere at May Cottage

i )

THE MOUNT

This eight-acre garden combines a formal
space with woodland planted in 2003. Lawns
are edged with mixed planting for different
seasons, from snowdrops, spring bulb
displays through the summer plants and
shrubs. Surprising sculptures throughout
the grounds.

The Mount, Epping Road, Roydon,
Harlow, CM19 5HT, Sunday, May 25,
11am-4pm, light refreshments, Sunday,
June 29, 11am-4pm, homemade

teas, £7, children free, visits also by
arrangement through to August for
groups of 15 or more, ngs.org.uk

MOVERONS

Tranquillity is the key here at this four-acre
garden with its stunning estuary views. You
can enjoy a wide range of planting in mixed
borders to suit different growing conditions,
plus large natural ponds, plenty of seating
areas, sculptures and a barn for rainy-
day teas. The reflection pool garden and

SON'OLOHd

Moverons - the place
to come for tranquillity.

courtyard have been completely redeveloped,
and magnificent trees some over 300 years
old give this garden real presence. A bonus
is the Sculpture and Art Exhibition.
Moverons, Brightlingsea, CO7 0SB,
Saturday, June 28, Sunday, June

29, 10.30am-5pm, with an art &
sculpture exhibition, £6, children free,
homemade teas, visits by arrangement
for groups of 10 or more, ngs.org.uk

MOYNES FARM

A traditional, large country garden with
vibrant planting, mature trees, shrubs and
perennials. The formal courtyard area holds
abox parterre maze. There is a rose garden,
a wildlife pond, parkland. Transport fans
should enjoy the Routemaster London bus
plus military tanks also on display.
Moynes Farm, Wick Road, Great
Bentley, Colchester, CO7 8RA, Friday,
June 13, Saturday, June 14, noon-4pm,
£6, children free, homemade teas, by
arrangement from June to September
for groups of 10 to 30, ngs.org.uk
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OAK FARM

At this one-acre informal farmhouse on an
exposed site, the garden has been designed
to sit among views across the Colne Valley
to the south and west, backed to the north
by the house and farmyard. Trees, shrubs,
borders, roses and the secret garden at best
in early and mid-summer. The prairie garden,
salvias and dahlias come into their own in
late summer to early autumn.

Oak Farm, Vernons Road, Wakes
Colne, Colchester, CO6 2AH, Sundays,
May 18, June 8, July 20, Thursday,
June 26, 2pm-5pm, £5, children free,
homemade teas, by arrangement from
May 11 to September 28, for groups of
up to 25, ngs.org.uk

THE OLD RECTORY

Wander around four acres of mature gardens
surrounded by open countryside. Features
include herbaceous borders, a courtyard, a
lake and fountain and sweeping lawns. Plus
specimen trees through arched walkways.

The Old Rectory, Boreham Road, Great
Leighs, Chelmsford, CM3 1PP, Sundays,
May 25 and July 13, noon-4.30pm, £7.50,
children free, homemade teas, ngs.org.uk

OLD TIMBERS

The white shingled spire of St Mary’s
Church offers historic atmosphere to this
weatherboarded house and large walled
garden. Raised vegetable garden beds, lawns,
wisteria and rose clad pergola, a pond, colour-
themed beds and herbaceous border. Enjoy,
too, the pretty summerhouse, a working area
with shed, greenhouse and plants for sale.
Old Timbers, 53 Church Street,
Maldon, CM9 5HW, Friday, August

15, 11am-4.30pm, £5, children free,
light refreshments, visits also by
arrangement from June 9 to July 4 for
groups of eight to 15, ngs.org.uk

OVER HALL

A large country house garden surrounding
a Georgian house (not open) slopes down
to a large pond, with extended countryside
views across the Colne Valley. The formal
walled garden has an unusual crinkle-crankle
wall and a thatched garden pavilion, while
the kitchen garden boasts raised beds and
a greenhouse. Enjoy a woodland walk too.
Over Hall, Overhall Hill, Colne
Engaine, CO6 2HW, Sunday, June

15, noon-4pm, £5, children free,
homemade teas, ngs.org.uk

A'mass of colour at
30'Queens'Road

30 QUEENS ROAD

101 GARDENS 7o VISIT

ROOKWOODS

The front of this medium-sized family garden

features a decked area for dining and relaxing.

The back garden has a colourful jungle-style
border filled with banana plants and exotic
perennials surrounding a hop-covered
pergola, plus there’s a cottage-garden area
with roses, shrubs and homegrown annuals
to explore.

30 Queens Road, Rayleigh, SS6 8JX,
July 12-13, 11.30am-4pm, £5, children
free, homemade teas,

ngs.org.uk

18 PETTITS BOULEVARD

This garden packs a punch, with its three
levels, an ornamental pond, patio area with
shrubs and perennials, many in pots. A large
eucalyptus tree is the signpost to a woodland

themed area with many ferns and hostas.

Well-placed agricultural implements and
garden ornaments offer a unique and quirky
feel to the garden.There are tranquil seating
areas situated throughout.

18 Pettits Boulevard, Rise Park,
Romford, RM1 4PL, June 28-29,
September 6-7, 1pm-5pm, £5,

children free, ngs.org.uk

If a good walk appeals, not only are there
herbaceous borders to enjoy here but also a
beautiful meadow leading to an eight-acre
oak wood, plus grassy paths mown though
the rest of the garden, shaded by a variety of
mature and teenage trees. Linger afterwards
over tea under a dreamy wisteria canopy.
Rookwoods, Yeldham Road, Sible
Hedingham, CO9 3QG, by arrangement
from May 14 to September 27 for
groups of 10 to 30, £8, children free,
homemade teas, ngs.org.uk >

Essex Life

April 2025 21



69 RUNDELLS
THE SECRET GARDEN

Small but very colourful town garden packed
with a wide range of shrubs, perennials,
herbaceous and bedding plants in more than
200 assorted containers. Hard landscaping
on different levels featuring a summerhouse,
various seating areas and water features —
and young visitors will be beguiled by the
small fairy garden. The garden is next to a
large allotment, also open to view and with
its own interesting features including an
apiary. Honey and other produce for sale
(conditions permitting).

Rundells: The Secret Garden, Harlow,
CM18 7HD, Saturday, July 5, 2pm-5pm,
£4, children free, homemade teas, by
arrangement from June 1 to August 30
for groups of six to 25, ngs.org.uk

SHEEPCOTE GREEN HOUSE

Featured on BBC Gardeners’ World in
2024, this is an atmospheric country garden,
set in the three-acre grounds of a former
farmhouse. Herbaceous beds with structure
lent by clipped hedging, a sunken vegetable
garden housed in a 1930s swimming pool,
four ponds (two new and two restored),
bug hotels, orchard, laid hedges, as well as
woodland and meadow areas are among its
many attractions.

Sheepcote Green House, Sheepcote
Green, Clavering, Saffron Walden,

CB11 4SJ, visits by arrangement from
May to September for groups of 10

to 25, the owner offers wildlife and
pond creation & restoration tours, £15,
children free, homemade teas,
ngs.org.uk

SILVER BIRCHES

Secluded garden featuring many mixed
borders packed with colour and three lawns
on two levels. Mature shrubs and trees create
a short woodland walk. Crystal-clear water
flows through a shady area of the garden.
Silver Birches, Quendon Drive,
Waltham Abbey, EN9 1LG, Sunday,
June 1, noon-5pm, combined
admission with The Chimes, 3-4
Church Street, £6, children free,
homemade teas, visits also by
arrangement from May 1 to September
14 for groups of 10 to 25, ngs.org.uk

Silver Birches boasts "
three lawns on
two levels

rdener's World in 2024,
,Green House you_'rsellf.'
a the NGSin 2025

SNARES HILL COTTAGE

Described by BBC Gardeners’ World as a

‘quintessential English garden’ this quirky

one-and-a-half-acre garden has surprises
round every corner and many interesting
sculptures. A natural swimming pool is
bordered by romantic flower beds, herb
garden and Victorian folly. A bog garden
borders the woods and leads to a silver birch
copse, a beach garden and ‘Roman’ temple.
Snares Hill Cottage, Duck End,
Stebbing, CM6 3RY, visits by
arrangement from April to September
for groups of six to 40, £6, children
free, homemade teas, ngs.org.uk
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Enjoy beautiful walk‘s‘allong the. ;
River Chelmer from the-garden
atUlting Wick™ . .5 4 1

ULTING WICK

Listed black barns provide the backdrop
for vibrant and exuberant planting in
eight acres, plus herbaceous borders, pond,
mature weeping willows, kitchen garden
and dramatic late-summer beds filled with
zingy combinations. Drought-tolerant
perennials are a speciality and the mini-
annual wildflower meadows and woodland
will delight. Beautiful walks along the River
Chelmer from the garden.

Ulting Wick, Crouchmans Farm Road,
Ulting, Maldon, CM9 6QX, Saturday,
April 19, Friday, April 25, Wednesday,
July 16, Monday, August 25, Friday,
September 5, 2pm-5pm, £7.50,
children free, homemade teas, visits
also by arrangement until September
30 for groups of 15 to 50, ngs.org.uk
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